
Emerald Horizon
Private Villa Welcome Guide | Lake Arenal, Costa Rica

A peaceful lakeside retreat surrounded by rainforest, volcanic landscapes,
local flavor, and the soft rhythm of Costa Rican life.
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Welcome to Emerald Horizon
We are delighted to welcome you to Emerald Horizon, a private villa created for travelers who want to
slow down, breathe deeply, and experience Costa Rica in a more intimate way. Set near the shore of Lake
Arenal, the villa places you among emerald hills, fresh mountain air, tropical greenery, and easy access
to some of the country’s most beloved adventures.

This guide is designed to help you prepare, arrive with confidence, and make the most of your stay. You
will find practical travel notes, packing suggestions, weather guidance, nearby experiences, wildlife
highlights, and helpful reminders for relaxing into the natural beauty of the region.

Pura vida means more than “pure life.” It is a warm, easygoing way of being - grateful, present, unhurried, and
connected to the moment. That is the spirit of Emerald Horizon.
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Where You Are
Emerald Horizon is located in the Lake Arenal region of northern Costa Rica, near the Arenal Volcano and
the towns of Nuevo Arenal, Tilaran, and La Fortuna. The area is known for lake views, breezy highland air,
rainforest edges, rolling green hills, hot springs, wildlife, and access to adventure experiences.

According to Costa Rica’s official tourism information, the Arenal reservoir is an 87.8-square-kilometer lake at an
elevation of 546 meters above sea level. Nearby Arenal Volcano National Park is located about 15 kilometers from La
Fortuna, between the Cordillera de Tilaran foothills and the San Carlos plains.

Orientation notes
● Lake Arenal: scenic lake region with water views, lush hills, and peaceful rural charm.
● La Fortuna: a popular hub for Arenal Volcano, hot springs, waterfalls, restaurants, and tours.
● Nuevo Arenal and Tilaran: nearby lake-region towns with local services, markets, and dining options.
● Monteverde: a cloud forest destination often paired with Lake Arenal or Arenal Volcano itineraries.
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Getting Here & Arrival Notes
Driving times in Costa Rica can vary because roads may be winding, rural, rainy, or slow-moving. Plan
with flexibility, especially if arriving after an international flight. For comfort, many guests prefer to arrive
before dark whenever possible.

Route Typical planning time Notes

From La Fortuna About 45-60 minutes Scenic drive around the lake and volcano region.

From Liberia Airport About 3 hours Often a convenient airport for northern Costa Rica.

From San Jose About 3.5-4 hours Allow extra time for traffic, stops, and mountain roads.

Before You Arrive
1 Confirm your exact check-in time, gate or entry instructions, and the best route for your arrival day.

2 Download offline maps before leaving the airport or a larger town, as rural signal can vary.

3 Pick up groceries, snacks, and personal items before arriving if you plan to settle in immediately.

4 Bring a little cash in Costa Rican colones for small purchases, local stops, tips, or roadside vendors.

5 Message your host if your arrival time changes significantly.
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Weather & What to Pack
Lake Arenal sits in a lush northern region where weather can shift quickly. Expect warm, comfortable
days, fresh breezes, cooler evenings, and the possibility of passing rain showers even during generally
drier months. The official Costa Rica tourism climate guide describes the Northern Plains as part of the
Caribbean precipitation region, with rainfall possible year-round and a relative decrease in February,
March, and April.

A typical day may begin with misty hills and birdsong, become warm and bright by midday, bring clouds
or showers in the afternoon, and settle into a cool, peaceful evening by the lake.

Bring Why it helps

Lightweight layers Days are warm, but breezes and evenings can feel cooler.

Rain jacket or small umbrella Useful for tropical showers and green-season excursions.

Comfortable walking shoes Great for trails, gardens, hanging bridges, towns, and uneven surfaces.

Swimsuit Helpful for hot springs, waterfalls, pools, and lake activities where
appropriate.

Hat, sunglasses, sunscreen The sun can be strong even on breezy or partly cloudy days.

Insect repellent Especially useful near water, gardens, forest edges, and evenings.

Binoculars or camera Perfect for birds, monkeys, sloths, lake views, and volcano scenery.

Pack for sunshine, showers, and outdoor adventure - Lake Arenal is beautiful in every season.
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Life at the Villa
Emerald Horizon is meant to feel relaxed, private, and deeply connected to its surroundings. The best
moments are often simple: morning coffee with lake views, reading in the quiet, listening to tropical birds,
sharing a meal after an adventure, or watching clouds move across the hills.

A Few Gentle House Reminders
● Close doors and screens when possible to keep insects and curious wildlife outside.
● Store food securely and avoid feeding wildlife, even if animals seem friendly.
● Use water and electricity thoughtfully. Costa Rica’s natural beauty is worth protecting.
● Shake out shoes, towels, and outdoor cushions before use, especially in tropical climates.
● Respect quiet hours and the peaceful nature of the lakeside setting.
● Use designated parking areas and follow host instructions for gates, trash, recycling, and laundry.
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Experiences Near Emerald Horizon
The Lake Arenal region offers a beautiful balance of adventure, culture, and rest. Guests can fill a day
with volcano views and waterfalls, linger over coffee and chocolate tastings, explore gardens and
rainforest trails, or simply return early to enjoy the villa and the lake.

Guest Favorites to Consider
● Arenal Volcano National Park: scenic trails, lava-flow landscapes, rainforest flora and fauna, and

volcano views.
● Hot springs: relaxing thermal pools in the La Fortuna area.
● La Fortuna Waterfall: a dramatic waterfall experience with stairs and swimming opportunities when

conditions allow.
● Hanging bridges and rainforest walks: a wonderful way to see the canopy, birds, plants, and wildlife.
● Coffee and chocolate tours: flavorful, cultural, and family-friendly.
● Butterfly gardens and wildlife tours: ideal for slower-paced nature lovers and photographers.
● Lake activities: boating, kayaking, fishing, or scenic drives, depending on weather and local guidance.
● Authentic cooking or private dining experiences: a delicious way to connect with Costa Rican culture.
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Wildlife You May See
Costa Rica is famous for its biodiversity, and the Lake Arenal region offers frequent opportunities to see
wildlife in the trees, gardens, forest edges, and surrounding protected areas. Wildlife is never
guaranteed, but mornings and late afternoons are often especially rewarding.

White-faced capuchin Three-toed sloth Keel-billed toucan

Red-eyed tree frog Scarlet macaw Green iguana

Wildlife Etiquette
● Observe quietly and from a respectful distance.
● Never feed wild animals; it can harm them and change natural behavior.
● Use binoculars or a zoom lens rather than getting too close.
● Keep food secured and trash covered.
● Follow guide instructions on trails, near water, and around nighttime wildlife.
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Food, Culture & Local Flavor
One of the joys of staying at Emerald Horizon is the chance to experience Costa Rica through flavor.
Traditional meals are comforting, fresh, and rooted in simple ingredients: rice, beans, plantains, tortillas,
local vegetables, fresh fruit, coffee, and beautifully seasoned fish, chicken, or other proteins.

You may hear the word casado, a classic Costa Rican plate often served with rice, beans, salad, plantains,
and a protein. Breakfast may include gallo pinto, a beloved rice-and-beans dish often served with eggs,
tortillas, cheese, and coffee.

Ideas for a flavorful stay
● Arrange an authentic Costa Rican cooking class or private meal experience.
● Visit a coffee or chocolate farm to learn how local crops become unforgettable flavors.
● Try a small local soda, Costa Rica’s casual family-style restaurant tradition.
● Shop for fresh fruit, coffee, snacks, and simple breakfast foods before settling in at the villa.
● Ask your host for current restaurant recommendations, as hours can vary by season.
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A Gentle Rhythm for Your Stay
You can make your visit as adventurous or as restful as you wish. The best stays usually include a
balance of exploration and unhurried villa time.

Day Suggested rhythm

Arrival Day Settle in, unpack, enjoy the view, prepare a simple dinner, and let the sound of the
lake and jungle ease you into vacation mode.

Adventure Day Explore Arenal Volcano, a waterfall, hanging bridges, or hot springs. Return to the
villa for a quiet evening and shared meal.

Culture Day Enjoy a coffee or chocolate tour, local lunch, cooking class, or visit to a nearby town
such as Nuevo Arenal, Tilaran, or La Fortuna.

Slow Day Sleep in, read, birdwatch, take photos, cook together, or enjoy the peaceful lake
setting without a schedule.

Tip: Schedule tours for mornings when possible. In tropical regions, mornings are often fresher and afternoons
may bring showers.
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Safety, Comfort & Responsible Travel
Costa Rica is welcoming and travel-friendly, but a little preparation makes every trip smoother. Rural
roads, tropical weather, wildlife, and outdoor adventures all require common sense and flexibility.

Travel Smart
● Drive slowly on rural roads, especially at night, in rain, near bridges, or on curves.
● Avoid leaving valuables visible in parked vehicles.
● Use a licensed guide for specialized activities, wildlife tours, boating, horseback riding, and challenging

hikes.
● Check weather and tour conditions before heading out.
● Bring water, sun protection, and sturdy shoes for outings.
● Use local emergency and host contact information if you need assistance.

Be Kind to the Place
● Choose refillable water bottles when possible.
● Stay on marked trails to protect plants, animals, and yourself.
● Respect local communities, farm roads, and private property.
● Support local guides, restaurants, artisans, and small businesses.
● Let Costa Rica’s slower pace be part of the experience.



Emerald Horizon Welcome Guide

Traveler FAQ
Do we need a car?
A rental car is highly recommended for guests who want flexibility. Attractions, towns, restaurants, and
markets are spread throughout the lake and volcano region.

Do we need a 4x4?
A 4x4 or high-clearance vehicle may be helpful depending on road conditions, season, and the exact
route. Confirm current road guidance before arrival.

Is the area good for families?
Yes. The region offers gentle nature experiences, cultural tours, wildlife, hot springs, and more active
adventures for travelers of different ages.

Will we see wildlife?
Possibly. Monkeys, sloths, toucans, macaws, coatis, iguanas, frogs, butterflies, and many tropical birds
may be seen in the broader region, though sightings vary.

What is the weather like?
Expect warm days, fresh mornings, breezy or cooler evenings, and possible rain showers. February
through April are often drier in the Northern Plains; May through December/January is generally greener
and wetter.

Can we swim in Lake Arenal?
Lake activities vary by location, access, and weather. Always follow local guidance and host
recommendations for swimming, kayaking, boating, or fishing.

Where should we buy groceries?
Nearby towns such as Nuevo Arenal, Tilaran, and La Fortuna may offer markets and restaurants. Ask your
host for the best current options before arrival.

What should we not forget?
Rain protection, comfortable shoes, insect repellent, sunscreen, a light layer, swimsuit, medications,
chargers, and a sense of flexibility.
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Before You Depart
A relaxed departure helps the home stay beautiful for the next guests and helps you leave with ease.

● Check drawers, closets, bathrooms, chargers, and outdoor areas for personal items.
● Wash or gather used dishes according to host instructions.
● Dispose of trash and recycling as directed.
● Turn off lights, fans, appliances, and AC units according to villa guidance.
● Close and lock doors, windows, gates, and screens.
● Return keys, cards, remotes, or gate devices as instructed.
● Message your host when you have checked out.

Thank you for choosing Emerald Horizon. May your stay be restorative,
joyful, and filled with the natural wonder of Lake Arenal.

Source & Accuracy Notes
General location, climate, and tourism details were checked against public Costa Rica tourism resources before preparing
this guide. Exact driving times, tour availability, road conditions, weather, restaurant hours, and lake activity access can
change and should be confirmed before each stay.

Key public references used: Visit Costa Rica - Northern Plains climate guide; Visit Costa Rica - Arenal Volcano National
Park; Visit Costa Rica - Tourist Attractions in the Northern Plains.


